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would knock the people so hard that the latter could not but take
notice. Just as it would not be right for Kheda district .to give
up agriculture, so it is not right for India as a whole to give up
weaving her own cloth. We can do so if we do not mind going naked.
So long as we would cover our nakedness, dharma requires us to
use cloth produced with our own hands from our own cotton. As
parents do not abandon their ugly child or a husband his ugly
wife, for God has created love for one's children and one's wife, so
also one may not abandon one's occupation. We say it is cruel
of an aghori1 to abandon his child- Because of imported cloth, the
people are getting impoverished. You are all well dressed. Not
travelling about in India, you have no idea of the starvation which
prevails. This itself shows that the country is going the wrong way,
The better houses in prosperous villages arc growing dilapidated.
The wooden rafter in the huts are not being replaced* I saw in the
course of my tour of Kheda last time that people had no grains in
their big earthen jars. This bespeaks famine conditions. Anyone
who goes round will sec this for himself. If these conditions had
come about a hundred and fifty years ago, they would not have to-
lerated them. On cloth, we lose, on an average, two rupees a head
annually. This makes 300 rupees for 150 years. How utterly ruined
must be the men and women who have lost so much of their wealth!
The nation has thus been gradually ruined. For want of
suitable occupation,, men and women lost their all as time went by.
Farmers and their womenfolk could, during the three months from
Pagan2, spin enough yarn to meet the family's needs [for the year].
If you spin with your own hands, you will have yarn at no more
than the cost of cotton, Again, if you do the weaving yourselves,
you will have the cloth, too, for the price of cotton* The person
whom you pay will then be richer. If, instead, you have the money
yourselves, weaving with your own hands, you will earn more
than the assessment [you pay], What this comes to is this, that
you can earn the amount of three years* assessment in one year.
Even little girls can understand this simple calculation.
If you wish a prosperous future for your children, you should
leave them, as legacy, the idea that it is adharm to obtain our
needs by imports. They should want to uae cloth made in this
country,
Do not choose your dresses in imitation of those of the British.
If your husband brings any such garments for you and asks you
* A sect of mendicants following very harsh practices
of month in the Indian calendar, roughly corresponding to March